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Reject Calls 


ct Against Recession 


claimants since June 12, 1954. 


TYPICAL OF UNEMPLOYMENT compensation claim lines in 
many parts of the country is this jam-packed office in Chicago. The 
Illinois labor department reported application for jobless benefits 
reached 177,018 in the week ended Feb. 1, the largest number of 


Taft-Hartley Roundhouse ‘ 


Target of 


“America’s No, 1 heel.” - 


Congress Race Near 
Upset in Minnesota 


Minneapolis — The GOP 
came within an eyelash of 
losing a Minnesota congres- 
sional seat it has held for the 
past 65 years when Republi- 
can Albert H. Quie topped 
Democrat Eugene P. Foley by 
667 votes. ; 

Foley immediately wired- 
the U.S. House subcommittee 
on elections asking for a re- 
count. 

The near upset came in a 
special election to fill out the 
term of the late Rep. August 
H. Andresen who represented 
Minnesota’s First District— 
a dairying area—for over 30 


ears. 

Both Foley and Quie cam- 
paigned against the Adminis- 
tration’s farm program pushed 
by Agriculture Sec. Ezra Taft 
Benson, and +the scheduled 
cuts in dairy supports ordered 

Benson. 


In 1956 "Andresen won re- 
election in the district by 
about 35,000 votes. 


O’Sullivan Strikers 


NLRB 


The National Labor Relations Board has aimed another Taft- 
Hartley Act roundhouse swing at the Rubber Workers in behalf 
of the O’Sullivan Rubber Corp., which brags of its product as 


A hearing is scheduled in Winchester, Va., Mar. 4 on a com- 


plaint filed by NLRB General 
Counsel Jerome D. Fenton charg- 
ing the union with unfair practices 
in continuing to picket and boycott 
O’Sullivan after losing an NLRB 
decertification election arising from 
the firing of strikers. 


Could Not Vote 

It’s against the law, Fenton’s 
complaint asserts, for former 
O’Sullivan employes to picket the 
company plant after being fired 
and losing the election in which, 
under Taft-Hartley, they were not 
allowed to vote. 

It’s also against the law, the 
complaint alleges, for the inter- 
national union to boycott O’Sul- 
livan’s product after losing the 
election. The boycott of “Amer- 
ica’s No. 1 heel” is being widely 
supported by labor. 


Fenton’s doctrine that a con- 
tinued boycott and picketing are 
illegal appears to be an extension, 
or a refinement, of recent NLRB 
decisions in the Curtis Furniture 
and Alloy Mfg. cases. 


Abe Murdock Dissents 
These cases, in which decisions 
were made by Eisenhower ap- 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Employers ‘Capitalize’ 


Plan to Use Slump 
To Deny Pay Hikes 


The AFL-CIO Dept. of Research warns that some employers 
will attempt to capitalize on the recession to deny unions reasonable 


wage increases in 1958. 


The fact is, the department added in its monthly Collective 
Bargaining Report, that more than 4 million workers will receive 


wage increases in 1958 ranging 
from 7 to 13 cents an hour. — 

It added that to a limited 
extent the general trend in col- 
lective bargaining hinges on the 
depth of the current recession, 
but that if an economic upturn 
appears by early summer wage 
increases of from 10 to 15 cents 
an hour are likely. 

The bulk of wage increases. in 
1957, the report says, were 10 cents 
or more an hour, with about one- 
third calling-for 13 cents or more. 


Offset Price Hikes 


The 1957 increases were needed 
in large part to make up for the 
rise in living costs, but were suf- 
ficiently large in many cases to 
provide “for some reasonable real 
gain” beyond the catch-up range. 

Bargaining in. 1958, the report 
adds, is tied at the moment to the 
recession. If the downturn gains 
momentum it will have a limiting 
effect on wage increases “even 
though wage increases are most 
vitally needed in such a period to 
stimulate the economy.” 

However, the report declares, if 
economic conditions show improve- 
ment by late spring or early summer 
the economic difficulties in the 
earlier months “should not have 
a depressing effect on the year’s 
bargaining results.” 

Some employers, the report 
says, “undoubtedly will try to 
capitalize on the economic reces- 
sion by citing it to unions as a 
reason for ‘restraint? on wage 
increases. But unions will not be 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Congress 
To Get Data 
On Jobless 


Congressmen and senators will 
get a first-hand fill-in on the 
severity of the current recession 
when over 1,000 trade unionists 
hit town Mar. 11 for the AFL- 
CIO’s emergency conference to 
put America back to work. 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler, in the official call to the 
emergency conference on unem- 
ployment, said all delegates during 
the three-day confab will visit Cap- 
itol Hill to tell their senators and 
congressmen “the facts of the un- 
employment situation” and urge 
immediate action. 


Ask Full Turnout 

Meany and Schnitzler urged all 
national and international unions, 
state and central bodies and di- 
rectly affiliated unions to send dele- 
gations of responsible officials from 
all geographical areas in like num- 
bers as their delegate strength at 
national conventions of the AFL- 
CIO. 

The top AFL-CIO officers de- 
clared that “America is now in 
the midst of .a serious economic 

_recession. Unemployment is ris- 


‘ax Cut, 
Works Plan 
Spurned 


By Saul Miller 


GOP congressional leaders 
have decided to “sweat out” the 
recession for at least another 
month. 


They have rejected out of 
hand widespread demands for_ 
immediate action on .a cut in 
income taxes and a meaningful 
public works program. 

They continued silent on other 
demands for quick improvements 
in the unemployment compensation 
program, further easing of credit 
and expanded housing and school 
construction programs. 


Sherman Adams Presides 

The Republican leaders reached 
their decision at a White House 
conference at which Presidential 
Assistant Sherman Adams report- 
edly presided in the absence of 
Pres. Eisenhower who is vacation- 
ing in Georgia. 

The GOP action in effect ig- 
nored a call by 11 Democratic 
governors urging the President 
to institute a “practical program” 
to halt the ’growing national re- 
cession.” 

It came in the face of a Federal 
Reserve Board report that industrial 
production declined in January for 
the fifth consecutive month. The 
production drop-off from the peak 
reached in December 1956 has been 
almost as great as the drop during 
the 1953-54 recession. The Janu- 
ary index figure at 133 represented 
a 9.5 percent drop from the Dec- 
ember 1956 figure. 

Economists freely predicted 
—along with Commerce Sec. Weeks 
—that unemployment would top 5 
million ins Febtuary. Claims for 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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‘Whitewash’ Charged as Probers 
Get New ‘Influence’ Evidence 


By Willard Shelton 


The names of influential political figures dropped in heavy clusters as Chairman Oren Harris (D- 


Ark.) pursued hearings of the House “independent agencies” 


“whitewash.” 


subcommittee amid continued cries of 


The names of Vice Pres. Nixon, presidential Assistant Sherman Adams, Sen. Estes Kefauver (D- 
Tenn.), Col. George Gordon Moore, Mrs. Eisenhower’s brother-in-law, and various others were 


injected into the hearings. Harris® 


brought out evidence apparently 
intended to show that practically 
everybody who wanted a television 
license or an airline certificate tried 
to manipulate the agencies sup- 
posed to regulate industries. 
Harris was running -the hear- 


ings after taking over from for- 


a on” re 


mer Chairman Morgan M. Moul- 
der (D-Mo.), who resigned in 
disgust when the subcommittee 
majority voted to fire Bernard 
Schwartz, the controversial chief 
counsel hired by Moulder. 


From the welter of material 
placed in the record with little co- 


ordination and little immediate pur- 
suit to ultimate’ conclusions, the 
following facts merged: 

Murray Chotiner, a Los An- 
geles attorney who was Nixon’s 
1952 campaign manager, wrote to 
Adams in the White House when 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Asks $3.9 Billion: 


Ike Slashes Mutual 
Security Request 


Pres, Eisenhower in a special message to Congress asked for $3.9 


billion for mutual security in fiscal 1959 and warned congressional | @%@ 


opponents that the program is of “transcendent importance to the| ' 
security of the U.S.” Slashing his fiscal request for mutual assistance | ; 
nearly $1 billion below the level he requested last year, the President | : 


declared that the amount he now 
‘requested was “fully as important 
to our national defense as expendi- 
tures for our own forces, and dol- 
lar for dollar buys us more se- 
curity.” 

‘ In obvious recognition of the 
danger that mutual security is 
one program Congress may be 


tempted toe cut, he said that to | 


label the program as “foreign 
aid” and call it “some sort of 
give-away or handout to foreign- 
ers” arises from “misunderstand- 
ings.” 

The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil in its recent midwinter meeting 
based support of an expanded and 
improved mutual assistance pro- 
gram on both our own security 
needs and “the welfare of a billion 
people just beginning to aspire to 
a better life.” 


Assistance given by the U.S. in}; 
fostering sound economic growth |? 
in underdeveloped countries can]? 
“strengthen freedom and}? 


help ' f 
democracy,” the council said. 
The council said that the De- 
velopment Loan Fund authorized 
by Congress to finance long-term 
projects should be given “perma- 
nent status”; thaf “a minimum of 
$2 billion a year” should be al- 
located for economic assistance; 
‘that terms of loans should be 
“feasible” for underdeveloped na- 
tions; that increased economic 
aid should be channeled through 
international agencies im some 
cases;. that “the benefits of the 
program should be widely shared 
by the peoples,” specifically 
through encouragement to trade 
unions and cooperatives. 

Pres. Eisenhower’s request for 
$3.9 billion was spelled out in the 
following categories: 

$1.8 billion for direct military as- 
sistance and $835 million for “de- 
fense support” related to direct 
military assistance; $212 million 
for “special assistance” to maintain 
political and economic stability in 
areas of “great strategic impor- 
tance” and to continue health and 
technical programs; $6.25 million 
for the Development Loan Fund; 
$142 million for training technical 
personnel; $106 million for vari- 
ous international programs; $200 
million for “contingencies.” 


‘Only Logical Course’ 

The “vigorous advancement” of 
this program is “our only logical 
course,” the President told Con- 
gress. ; 

There is “an alternative,” he 
acknowledged — discontinuance 
or sharp reduction of the pro- 
gram, but the consequences 
would be massive. 

They would include, he said: 

“A severe dislocation and basic 
impairment of free world power. 

“A certain crumbling” of our 
overseas positions “under Soviet- 
Sino pressures. 

“A massive increase in our own 
defense budget, necessitating in- 
creases in taxes. 

“A heavy increase in inductions 
of youth into our own armed 
forces. 

“Ultimately a beleaguered Amer- 
ica, her freedoms limited and al- 
most alone in a world dominated 
by international communism.” 


THE JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE urged White House officials 
to take up with the Soviets under the new exchange program the 
“moral responsibility” for liquidation of Jewish culture in the USSR. 
Shown leaving the White House, from left, are Jacob Pat, executive 
secretary of the JLC, Dr. Israel Knox, Jacob T. Zuckerman, presi- 
dent, Workmen’s Circle, and — L. Kirschenbaum, public rela- 
tions director JLC. 


Efforts to Manipulate 
Federal Agencies Told 


(Continued from Page 1) 
he wanted an extension of time for 
the operations of North American 
Airlines, a non-scheduled operator 
that the Civil Aeronautics Board 
was about to put out of business. 

Adams talked to the CAB chair- 
man and wrote Chotiner a non- 
committal letter pointing out that 
if North American got an unfavor- 
able decision it had the right of 
appeal to the courts. North Amer- 
ican did appeal and lost. 

Herbert Sharfman, a Federal 
Communications Commission 
hearing examiner, testified under 
oath that he was “surprised” 
when the FCC overruled him and 
awarded a lucrative Miami, Fla., 
television channel to a subsidiary 
of National Airlines. 

Sharfman had recommended 
that the channel license be granted 
to Col. A. Frank Katzentine and 
found that the National Airlines 
subsidiary was the “least qualified” 
of four competing applicants. 
Sharfman conceded that he “may” 
have remarked in informal conver- 
sation that the FCC decision was 

“scandalous.” 

Katzentine testified that rumors 
were rampant in 1955-56 that three 
Republican FCC members—Rob- 
ert E. Lee, then Chairman George 
C. McConnaughey and present 
Chairman John C. Doerfer—had 
been placed “in the bag” for the 
airline subsidiary. He also heard, 
he said, that Commissioner Richard 


President’s Anti-Bias Unit 
Opens Pacific Coast Office 


Los Angeles—Establishment of a west coast Office of the President’s Committee on Government 
Contracts was announced by Vice Pres. Richard Nixon, the chairman, and Sec. of Labor James P. 
Mitchell, vice-chairman, at a meeting here. - 

The committee was established in 1953 to combat racial discrimination in employment by busi- 
ness firms under government contract. Mitchell said local offices are being established to shift the 


emphasis for enforcement of the 
non-discrimination clauses in gov- 
ernment contracts from national to 
local areas. The first was set up in 
Chicago last May. 

The Pacific Coast office will be in 
the Federal Building here. Named 
to head it was Leland L. Wilder, 
civic and community leader in near- 
by Newport Beach. 

’ Nixon and Mitchell both sharply 
attacked discrimination during the 
meeting. 
“America cannot afford the 
high cost of prejudice and job 
discrimination,” said the former. 


“There is nothing more damaging 
to the United States abroad than 
for us to practice one philosophy 
‘at home and preach another 
abroad.” 

Mitchell said that so long as we 
“permit ourselves to suffer prej- 
udice, we are not going to express 
the leadership we should express 
the developing nations of the 
world.” 

“And unless we exercise that 
leadership,” he added, “we wil find 
that the void we leave wilt be filled 
by the Communists.” 

He also said that the commit-- 


’ 


tee, which uses “persuasion, edu- 

_cation and continued contact” to 
halt discrimination, has recently 
expanded its work to emphasize 
discrimination in job training and 
upgrading as well as hiring. The 
impact of its activities, he added, 
has been “considerable.” 

During its meeting here, the com- 
mittee held four separate sessions 
to discuss plans with government 
agencies, private social welfare rep- 
resentatives, business leaders and 
union officials. 

The AF Land CIO central bodies 
were co-hosts for the labor meeting. 


A. Mack, a Florida “Eisenhower 
Democrat,” had made a “commit- 
ment” to vote for National. 

Katzentine acknowledged that 
he had talked to Mack and said 
he had merely begged the com- 
missioner to decide the case “on 
the merits.” 

He also acknowledged that he 
had engaged Downey Rice, once 
counsel of Kefauver’s crime-inves- 
tigating Senate committee, who ap- 
proached an administrative assistant 
to Nixon and also reported to 
Kefauver about alleged influence 
being used in aid to the airline 
subsidiary. 

Produces Photostastic Copy 

Schwartz Had previously placed 
in the record photostatic copies of 
checks showing that Mack had re- 
ceived $2,650 from a Miami law- 
yer named Thurman A. Whiteside, 
who was active in the case in behalf 
of National’s application. 

Mack and Whiteside both denied 
any impropriety. Whiteside ex- 
plained that for many years he had 
made loans to Mack, a former of- 
ficial of a Florida regulatory 
agency, and that Mack had regu- 
larly made repayments. 

Mack had not yet been called 
to testify before the Harris sub- 
committee when this issue of the 
AFL-CIO News went to press. 
Placed in the record was a charge 
that he had admitted to investiga- 
tors engaged by Schwartz, the 
fired former counsel, receiving 
loans from Whiteside but in- 
dicated that he might not ac- 
knowledge it in public hearings. 
One such conversation was tape- 
recorded by the investigators. 

The name of Col. Moore, hus- 
band of Mrs. Eisenhower’s sister, 
was brought into the record by 
Katzentine, .who said he had 
“heard” that Moore was active in 
National’s behalf and that Moore 
also had other business connections 
with National officials. 


Ike Reverses Truman 

Another case mentioned briefly 
in the Harris hearings was a conflict 
between Eastern Airlines and a 
competitor for a potentially profit- 
able license to fly to Mexico City. 

A Civil Aeronautics Board hear- 
ing examiner recommended that 
the route be awarded to the com- 
petitor and former Pres. Harry 
Truman in 1952 directed that East- 
ern be denied the license. In 1957 
Pres. Eisenhower revoked the Tru- 
man directive and Eastern got the 
license. 


GOP Divided 
On Accepting 
Oil Donation 


The Harris-O’Hara natural gas 
bill remained stalled in the Hous. 
despite the emergence of an appar. 
ant double standard of morals to. 
ward Republican acceptance of the 
now-famous $100,000 in campaign 
funds raised in the Texas oilmen, 

“appreciation” dinner for Rep. Jo. 
seph Martin (Mass.), House Gop 
floor leader. 

A conference was held between 
House Speaker Sam Rayburn (D. 
Tex.) and Martin on when—o; | 
whether—to call up the gas bill for 
oor action, but Rayburn told re. 
oorters that no decision had beeg 

‘eached. 


Would Boost Prices 

The bill, which was approved 
oy narrow margins in the House 
Commerce and Rules Committees 
last year, would relax Federal Pow. 
er Commission regulation of gas 
rates to pipelines and open the way 
to sharply increased prices to con- 
sumers. It can be scheduled for a 
vote whenever Rayburn and Martin 
decide to try to drive it through. 
The difference of attitude 
among Republicans toward the 
oilmen’s money arose when the 
chairmen of the Senate and 
House GOP campaign commit- 
tees indicated they would be 
happy ‘to receive’ allocations of 
the funds despite Republican 
National Committee refusal to 
touch a penny of the $100,000. 
Meade Alcorn, chairman of the 
national committee, said immed- 
iately after the Texas dinner, op- 


H.-J. (Jack) Porter in “apprecia- 
tion” for Martin’s long record of 
being a “friend of Texas, especially 
of the gas and oil producing indus- 


$100-a-plate affair. 

White House Pres. Sec. James 
C. Hagerty said the Alcorn declara- 
tion was being made with Pres. 
Eisenhower’s advance knowledge 
and agreement. 


Congressmen Would Accept 

Sen. Andrew F. Schoeppel (R- 
Kan.), chairman of the GOP Sen- 
ate Campaign Committee, promptly 
indicated that the Alcorn doctrine 
didn’t apply to his group. 

He didn’t approve of Porter’s 
letter to Texas oilmen, pointing 
out that Martin was needed to 
“muster 65 percent” of GOP House 
votes for the gas bill, Schoeppel 
told the Associated Press, but he 
“wasn’t going to take the position 
that any money forwarded by the 
Republican State Finance Commit- 
tee would not be accepted.” 

Rep. Richard M. Simpson (R- 
Pa.), chairman of the House GOP 
Congressional Campaign Commit- 
tee, called Porter’s frank letter 
“crude and inexcusable,” but “I 
see no reason why the contributions 
(of funds raised by the Martin din- 
ner) should not be accepted by our 
committee.” 


Training Course 
Planned by IUD 


The AFL-CIO Industrial Union 
Dept. will hold its second staff 
training course for international 
representatives of affiliates in the 
Woodner Hotel, Washington, from 
Mar. 31 through Apr. 3. 

The students will tackle “Prob- 
lems in Collective Bargaining and 
the Law” with the aid of a battery 
of instructior which will include 
experienced labor lawyers and 
teachers. 

IUD Dir. Al Whitehouse said 
the purpose of the institute is -to 
equip students to feet daily prob- 
lems which grow out of legislation. 
The course will cover organizing 
and the law; bargaining units; 
ground ‘rules for bargaining, and 
handling NLRB cases. Classes will 


be held daily from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 


erated by National Committeeman , 


tries,” that his organization would - 
not accept money raised at the. 
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Employers Held Using Slump 
1As Excuse to Deny Pay Hikes 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Jed into abandoning reasonable 
wage demands on the ground of 
the general economic downturn.” 
The fixed increases going into 

effect this year for more than 4 

million workers are provided by 
agreements negotiated last year or 
earlier and slated to run through 

1958 without reopening. 

The increases are most often 
from 7 to 10 cents; nearly 2 mil- 
jion workers are due to get 7to9 
cents with almost 1.5 million more 
getting 9 cents or more. They are 


Biggest Bakery Local 
Joins AFL-CIO Union 


The American Bakery and Confectionery Workers Union scored 
a major advance when big Chicago Local 1, with more than 8,000 
members, joined the AFL-CIO’s newest international affiliate. 


The executive board of Local 


in Atlantic City last December, and 
ask for an ABC charter. The 
charter was promptly issued. 

Said Acting Pres. Daniel E. 
Conway of ABC: “The decision 
of Local 1 is a reflection of the 
thinking of the members all 
through our industry when they 
are given the opportunity and the 
facts and can express themselves 
on the choice for clean un- 
jonism.” 

Conway pointed out that affilia- 
tion of Local 1 raised to about 
70,000 the number of former Bak- 
ery Workers’ members who have 
joined ABC. ‘This is more than 
half the total membership of the 
discredited union dominated by 
Pres. James G. Cross. 


ABC Winning Victories 
ABC continued a series of legal 

victories when the California Su- 
perior Court in San Francisco re- 
fused to grant an immediate re- 
straining order sought by the Cross 
union to tie up the funds of a local 
that affiliated with ABC. 

Courts in New York and New 


Strike Cuts 
Ward Sales 
25 Percent 


Chicago—Reports from seven 
regional districts of the Retail 
Clerks show that Montgomery 
Ward & Co. sales have been cut 
by more than 25 percent since the 
union called a walkout, according 
to RCIA Vice Pres. A. B. Crossler, 
chairman of the strikers negotiat- 
ing committee. ; 

Crossler made the report public 
following the release of what were 
called “optimistic” sales figures by 
the company. These showed. a 
sharp increase in business in Jan- 
vary compared with the previous 
year. 

The union pointed out that sales 
of Fair Store units in Chicago, pur- 
chased last July for more than $7.5 
million, represented nearly half of 
the January 1958 increase. In ad- 
dition, the firm added 63 new cata- 
logue stores during the year, under- 
took a $10.5 million modernization 
Program and scheduled a $7.5 mil- 
lion rehabilitation plan. 

“The glowing sales picture tar- 
nishes when viewed in the light of 
the facts,” Crossler observed. 


Washington Storm 
Snows ‘News’ Under 

This 8-page edition of the 
AFL-CIO News is a casualty 
of the worst snow storm to 
hit Washington in 22 years. 

Next week, weather permit- 
ting, the News will be back 
to its normal size. 


from the old Bakery Workers, expelled by the AFL-CIO convention 


generally in addition to any in- 
crease needed to make up for 
rises in the cost of living. 
Major groups affected by the 
fixed increases include the steel, 
rail and construction industries. 
During 1958; however, bargaining 
will take place in aircraft, men’s 
clothing, women’s clothing, autos, 
cement, communications, farm 
equipment, oil, paper, rubber and 
textile. ‘ 
Agreements in construction, elec- 
trical manufacturing, glass, ship- 
building and a few other industries 


1 voted Feb. 18 to break away 


Jersey previously had turned 
down Cross’ attempts to gain 
summary restraining orders for- 
bidding ABC locals to use their 
own funds for the benefit of 
their members... 

Chicago Local 1 not only voted 
to affiliate with ABC but also to 
suspend Pres. Anthony J. Con- 
forti, who is under indictment with 
Cross and former Bakery Workers’ 
Vice Pres. George Stuart, on 
charges of embezzling funds of 
former Local 100. 


Members Overrule Conforti 
Conforti at the board meeting at- 
tempted to rule out of order a mo- 
tion that the local disaffiliate from 
the Bakery Workers and join ABC. 
His decision was appealed and he 
was overruled from the floor. 
The board promptly elected Sec.- 
Treas. Peter Carbonara acting presi- 
dent and business agent and named 
Mary Smith, a board member, as 
acting secretary-treasurer. 

Cross responded by announc- 
ing that Local 1 was in trustee- 
ship, but the board majority 
pledged itself to resist all ef- 
forts to control the local in de- 
fiance of its own desires. Mem- 
bers of the pro-ABC majority 
pointed out that the board voted 
to affiliate with ABC despite the 
presence in the meeting of six 
top international officials of the . 
Cross union. 

Trial of Stuart and Conforti on 
the embezzlement charges was post- 
poned until Apr. 24 at the request 
of defense counsel. Cross himself 
is scheduled for trial Mar. 10, just 
a few days after a special conven- 
tion of locals remaining in his un- 


are open for some bargaining 
during the year. There is no bar- 
gaining scheduled. in meat packing, 
railroads or steel. 


ing results in 1957 and comes up 
with these figures: 


increases were 13 cents or more an 
hour. 


cents or more. 
cents or more. 


percent were 6 cents or less, mostly 
5 or 6 cents. 


bargaining in 1957 provided for 


The report reviews the bargain- 
Almost a third of the negotiated 


Some 60 to 65 percent were 10 
More than 85 percent were 7 


On the low side, only about 15 


By the end of 1957 at least 
4 million workers were covered 
by agreements calling for auto- 
matic cost-of-living wage adjust- 
ment clauses. 3 

In addition to wage increases, 


improvement in benefits in some 
80 to 85 percent of the negotia- 
tions. 


Improve Welfare Benefits 
Improvements in health and wel- 
fare plans were negotiated in about 
40 percent of agreements. 

An estimated 20 percent of nego- 
tiations either established or im- 
proved pension plans. 

Improved vacations were nego- 
tiated in about one-third of 1957 
agreements and a similar amount 
improved paid holiday provisions. 


BSEIU Wins 
Birthday Off 


For Members 


New York—Some 21,000 mem- 
bers of Building Service Employes 
Local 32B can look forward to 
taking the day off on their birth- 
days as the result of completed 
negotiations under reopenings of 
master agreements. 

Birthday celebrants who do not 
take the day off, or are required 
to work, will get a day’s pay, ac- 
cording to Local 32B Pres. David 
Sullivan. 

The birthday holiday was only 
one of the improvements nego-~ 
tiated under the reopenings. 
Beginning July 1, the workers 
will be entitled to free optical 
examinations and ayeglasses. 


In addition, workers 65 and 
older whose -employment termi- 
nates beginning Mar. 1, with 10 
years of “substantially continuous” 
employment, will get free coverage 
for themselves and their families 
for one year if they convert their 
group hospitalization into direct 


ion he has scheduled in Cincinnati. 


Pledged by 


vote. Hunter P. Wharton of 


coverage. 


Cleanup of Engineers 


Delaney 


Joseph J. Delaney, former: secretary-treasurer of the Operating 
Engineers, was elected by the executive board as president to succeed 
William E. Maloney, who resigned two weeks earlier. 

Delaney was elected over Jack McDonald, of Seattle, by an 8-to-3 
Pittsburgh was named secretary- 


e 
treasurer. 


Delaney immediately an- 
nounced a policy of cooperation 
with the AFL-CIO Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee, which is inves- 
tigating the union, and moved at 
once to correct conditions that 
had led to severe criticism of the 
international and Maloney by the 
McClellan special Senate com- 
mittee. 


He ordered a report within 60 
days on restoration of autonomy to 
two Chicago locals held under 
trusteeship by Maloney since 1929. 


He also asked the San Francisco 


local to sue to recover funds al- 


legedly misappropriated by former 
Vice Pres. Victor S. Swanson, and 
got agreement from Pres. William 
C. De Koning, Jr., to schedule a 
membership meeting of Long 
Island (N.Y.) Local 138 on rein- 
statement of three suspended mem- 
bers who had opposed De Koning’s 
leadership. 

Maloney, who presented a cer- 
tificate of illness when called to 
testify before the McClellan com- 
mittee, attributed his resignation to 
poor health. He remains as pres- 
ident emeritus of the union with 
full salary under a retirement plan 
approved by the 1956 convention. 


Millions of Workers Covered 
2 


‘FIXED WAGE INCREASES DUE IN 1958 


UNDER 74 


olready provide 


Long-terin 


agreements 
more than 4 million workers. Half of these workers are to get between 7 ond 8.9 
cents, while some 38 percent will get 9 or more cents. 
in » more than 2/3 of all these workers will also receive autometically 
further wage adjustments to.make up for any rise m the cost of living. — . 


SOURCE: U.S. Dept. of Lobor survey of major ogreements covering 1,000 or more workers eoch. 


for minimum woge increases in 1958 fer 


T-H Act Used Again 


In O'Sullivan Strike 


(Continued from Page 1!) 
pointees to the board over the 
vigorous dissent of former member 
Abe Murdock, last of the Harry 
S. Truman appointees, imposed 
severe restrictions on unions that 
had lost decertification elections. 

Unions that picketed or boy- 
cotted after losing were guilty of 
“coercing” employes as well as 
employers, the board majority 
said, and this “coercion” of em- 
ployes by a “threat” to their liveli- 
hood was illegal. 

Murdock charged that the ef- 
fect of this interpretation was 
to adopt “an amendment” to the 
Taft-Hartley Act by adminis- 
trative action. The board made 
an “unfair labor practice” out 
of conduct not previously a law 
violation, he declared, and “made 


Utility Union 
Wins 38 Cent 
Hourly Hike 


New York—Local 1-2 of the 
Utility Workers and the Consoli- 
dated Edison Co. have completed 
negotiation of a new contract giv- 
ing 23,000 workers wage increases 
and other benefits worth 38.5 cents 
an hour. 

The union negotiating committee 
headed by Business Manager Pat- 
rick J. McGrath, and assisted by 
Intl. Pres. Joseph A. Fisher, will 
recommend its acceptance to the 
members, who must ratify it. 


$18.5 Million Package 
The new agreement will run 
from Mar. 1 to Dec. 1, 1959, and 
according to company estimates 
represents a package of $18.5 mil- 
It provides for wage increases of 
17.5 cents an hour effective Mar. 
2 for all manual and clerical work- 
ers, and an additional 5 cents on 
Nov. 30 for the manual. workers. 
Present minimums of $1.05 
were raised to $1.25, and $1.25 
minimums were boosted to $1.50. 
The negotiators continued the 
progression plan, under which 
automatic increases of 5 cents an 
hour become effective each Jan- 
uary and July, with an additional 
5 cents for employes with 25 
years of service. 


$600,000, beginning Nov. 30, of 
which $500,000 will be used to 
adjust minimum wages and the re- 
mainder to wipe gut other inequi- 
ties. The money will be allocated 
by a joint union-management com- 
mittee, with resort to arbitration in 
case of disagreement. 

Vacation schedules also were lib- 
eralized. Under the new setup, 
workers with 25 years service will 


The company agreed to set aside 


serious inroads into the basic 
rights of employes to picket and 
strike and publicize their labor 
disputes.” 

Fenton’s complaint in the O’Sul- 

livan case applies the rigors of - 
the Curtis decision to former com- 
pany workers who already had 
been fired from their jobs and re- 
placed by strike-breakers. 
The Machinists are challenging 
the board order in the Alloy Mfg. 
case by resisting a compliance 
order sought by the NLRB in the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
Teamsters, involved in the Curtis 
Furniture case, have filed an ap- 
peal from the board decision. 


Bookbinders’ 
Head, Haskin, 
Dead at 82 


Robert E. Haskin, president of 
the Bookbinders for the last five 
years and a veteran of 60 years in 
the trade union movement, died in 
Chicago after a long illness. He 
was 82. 

His wife died only two months 
ago, after 55 years of marriage. 
One month prior his secretary, Mrs. 
Mabel Harris, had died. 

Headed Chicago Locals 

For 20 years before becoming 
international president of the union 
he had been its first vice president. 
Previously he had been president 
of both Local 25 and Local 8 in 
Chicago, serving also as president 
of the united local after they had 
merged. 

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Edna Simmons of Chicago, with 
whom he made his home; and two 
sons, Robert and William, both of 
Chicago. Funeral services and 
burial were held in Chicago. 

Temporarily succeeding to the 
duties of the president is First Vice 
Pres. John Connolly ef Boston, 
who had been acting during Has- 
kin’s illness. The permanent suc- 
cessor will be elected by the inter- 
national executive council. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler sent their “sincere re- 
gret” to Mrs. ‘Simmons and to 
Connolly, and named Reg. Dir. 
Daniel J. Healy of Chicago to 
represent the AFL-CIO at the 


4 


get four weeks. 


/ 


funeral. 

“Brother Haskin was our good 
friend,” they wired Mrs. Simmons. 
“He was a dedicated trade unionist 
who well and truly served the labor 
movement.” “ 

“Through his efforts thousands 
of workers today enjoy a better 
livelihood,” they wired Connolly. 
“Certainly his services will never 
be forgotten by your union or by 
organized workers everywhere.” 
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What Right to Werk? 


IN GOOD OLD INDIANA, about a year or so ago, the legislature 
passed and the governor refused to veto a so-called “right-to- 
work” law. Yet, despite this “right-to-work” law, some 74,249 
Hoosiers were claiming unemployment compensation benefits in 
mid-January, a year later. 

Obviously, Indiana’s highly-touted “right-to-work” law didn’t 
provide jobs as the title of the law promised. 

Or take “right-to-work” North Carolina: nearly 63,000 workers 
asking for unemployment compensation. Or “right-to-work” Texas, 
with 55,000 seeking help while jobless. Or “right-to-work” Mis- 
sissippi, with 22,000 asking for unemployment claims. 

The plain fact is, of course, that “right4o-work” laws are a 
fraud: they don’t provide work; they don’t provide rights to work- 
‘ers. They are passed fer one reason only: to weaken unions. 


“Mess in Washington’ 


T MAY BE, as some newspaper editorials complain, that Dr. 

Bernard Schwartz of New York University is too “idealistic” and 

too “theoretical” in his political science studies to understand how 
government operates in Washington. 


But considering the material that Dr. Schwartz has already dug|i* 


up, he seems to have a nose for potential corruption. 


The professor has already produced documents suggesting that 
a member of the Federal Communications Commission has received 
payments from a party interested in a TV operating license. And 
he’s brought to light a “personal and confidential” letter from 
Sherman Adams, the President’s top staff man, to Murray Chotiner, 
Vice-Pres. Nixon’s old fixer friend from California, regarding a case 
before the Civil Aeronautics Board, : 


Now, just possibly, it’s all smoke and no fire. But before the 

anti-labor editorial writers, the big corporation spokesmen and 

’ the reactionary members of Congress brush it off and make their 

next attack on corruption in labor, they’d do well to give some 
serious thought to the Administration’s own backyard. 


After all, that Administration first came to office with a promise 
to “clean up the mess in Washington.” Looks as though it’s still 
got some work to do. ; 


Protecting Our Consumers 


7 ARE consumers. Their trade unions help them get 
decent wages and working conditions in their places of work. 
The new program authorized by the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
to help them become more effective consumers is a step towards 
making the buying power of the worker's dollar go farther. 

The CSC’s union counseling program, in cooperation with the 
Union Label Dept., will make a “concentrated effort” to give union 
members and their families information on “how to stretch the 
dollar,” “how to get a dollar’s worth,” and “why to buy the union 
label way.” 


Americans as consumers spend billions of dollars a year. Any | 
advice that you get on how to make those dollars go further 
will be useful 365 days a year. 
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Drifting and 


DRAWN FoR THE 
AFI-CIO news 


The following analysis of “right-to-work” laws. is 
excerpted from an address by the Rev. William J. 
Smith, S.J., director of St. Peter’s Institute of Indus- 
trial Relations, Jersey City, N. J. The address— 
“Right-to-Work Laws—an Old Game, New Name,” 
was delivered before the Association of Catholic 
Trade Unionists. 


Extraneous matters of various kinds have been 
introduced into current controversy on “right-to- 
work” laws. The basic issue, however, is a simple 
one, namely, “shall the union shop provision in a 
collective bargaining contract be arbitrarily and ab- 
solutely prohibited by law?” 

My answer is no! 


A multitude of arguments could be marshalled in 
defense of that position. For the sake of brevity I 
am confining my remarks to four points. 

The campaign is deliberately deceptive in its 
approach. 

The title “right-to-work” was chosen and is con- 
stantly used for the purpose of misleading the public. 

The only right that a “right-to-work” law 
touches upon (and it would abolish the.exercise of 
that right) is that of freedom of contract between 
a union and management to insert a union shop 
provision in a contract. 

So deliberate is the deception in that title that 
when the attorneys general of the states of California 
and Washington refused to accept it as a title on a 
legal petition, sponsors of the law protested loudly 
and even instituted court action to retain the fraudu- 
lent title. 

The campaign is socially unsound because it is 
based on a false philosophical principle. 

A “right-to-work” law is basically an appeal to 
exaggerated individualism. There is no such thing, 
however, as an absolute individual freedom to work 
as I please, if the social circumstances of my em- 
ployment demand my cooperation with an employer 
upon whose tools I work and with a number of other 
fellow workers. . 

It is true the current “right-to-work” laws state 
‘that employes have a right to organize and bargain 
collectively. The philosophic principle upon which 
those laws are based, nevertheless, is one of absolute 
individualism—the absolute right of freedom for the 
worker regardless of the social circumstances. 

Such a law, due to an unfortunate loop-hole, is 
in direct contradiction with the national policy of 
collective bargaining and the claim that individual 
workers have such an absolute freedom is in con- 
tradiction to Catholic social doctrine. 

I do not say every worker has a duty to join some 
specific union. I do say that where a union shop 


would be a good, proper and perhaps necessary means 


Deception, False Principles Held 
Keynotes of ‘Wreck’ Campaign 


to safeguard the union and the welfare of the em- 
ployes, it should not be arbitrarily abolished by a law. 


Makes No Distinction 
That is what a “right-to-work” law does. It makes 
no distinction between decent unionism and dicta- 
torial abuse of unionism. It destroys the exercise of 
a right to correct a possible abuse. 
good logic nor sound social justice. 
The sponsors of “right-to-work” laws and their 
voluntary spokesmen take this adamant position of 
total abolition of the union shop and build upon it, 
because they are acting on unfounded assumption. 
Among these unproven suppositions are: 
1—That a “right-to-work” law is a remedy for the 
corrupt practices of certain individual labor leaders 
exposed by the McClellan Committee. 
2—That mass desertions of employes from the 
ranks of organized labor unions would build up 
better unions in America. 
3—That no worker anywhere, regardless of how 
necessary the union may be in a plant, has any social 
obligation whatever to join with his fellow workers 
in protecting their common standard of living. 
4—That every union abuse anywhere is a direct 
result of a union shop provision in a contract. 
5—That a “right-to-work” law, in some magic way, 
can inspire union members to have a greater interest 
in trade union affairs. . 
6—That the moral standards of trade unions in 
states that now have “right-to-work” laws are higher 
than, in those states that allow the union shop. 
7—That a “right-to-work” law is morally and 
socially of higher value than the Taft-Hartley Law 
which has given a legal sanction to the union shop. 
8—That absolute freedom for the individual in 
human social relations is a natural right. 
9—That union security, regardless of the fact that 
80 percent of union-management contracts today con- 
tain a provision for it, and six million American 
»workers have democratically chosen a union shop in 
NLRB elections, is an evil that must be wiped out of 
American industrial life. 


Each and every one of these assumptions is false; _ 


none of them can be proved as true; they all run 
counter to the common good. ‘ 

The fourth feature of the national campaign now 
going on in support of “right-to-work” laws rests on 
the fact that these laws are sponsored and supported 
not by workers but by organized management as- 
sociations known to be traditionally hostile to trade 
unionism, good or bad. . 

There may be independent voices raised in sup- 
port of this spurious panacea for problems on the 
labor front; the voice may be that of some more or 
less innocent individual, the hands are the hands of 
the National Association of Manufacturers and the 
Chembers of Commerce. 


That is neither 
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3 Morgan Says: 
Issue Is, Can Tke Face Facts? 


_ (This column is. excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through Friday 
at7 p.m., EST.) — 


NEWS SERVICE moved a Washington bulletin 

which read as follows: “President Eisenhower 
today expressed deep concern over unemployment 
hardship, and said he is confident the — will 
start to brighten in March.” 


Less than an h r later the same agency cleared 
a new lead on the story 
which began as follows: 
“President Eisenhower ex- 
pressed confidence today 
the economic downtrend 
is about over. He said 
March should see _ the 

_ Start of a rise in employ- 
ment and the ‘beginning 
of the end’ of the down- 
turn.’ 

Each lead was factu- 
ally correct. The differ- 
ence was in emphasis, 

But the difference was important. The first bul- 
letin almost automatically suggested a headache 
which might read “Ike Worried Over Nation’s 
Jobless.” From the second it was easier to draw 
a happier line, such as, “President Sees Em- 
ployment Rise Soon.” 

U.S. publishers are predominantly .Republican, 

but this is not to ‘suggest that the wire service de- 

liberately figured its clients would be more satis- 
fied with a “positive approach” to the recession 
story—though the publishers would, of course, or 


‘they wouldn’t be human. The change of emphasis - 
struck me as reflecting—inadvertently—the Admin- 
istration’s own difficulty in facing up to bad news. — 

Bad economic news is political dynamite of the 
most explosive kind and this is an election year. 
Even the most equilibrated, modernized Republican 
feels a twinge of fear when he hears a Democrat | 
holler “Hoover depression!” at him. 


_ The important question at this juncture, how- 
ever, is how squarely the Eisenhower regime can 
bear to look the facts in the face after the inevita- 
ble political criticism is put in its proper perspec- 
tive. 

As one New York bank economist said, in effect, 
today you’ can’t just talk your way out of an 
economic downturn. But that, unhappily, appears, 
to be precisely what the  greasqatee i nod is trying to 
do. 

There is a certain emphasis on progress in hous- 
ing, urban renewal, highway construction and the 
like, but many experts have long since pointed 
out the real estate lobby’s successful resistance to 
public housing for low- and moderate-income 
groups'in any degree approaching real need, and the 
lack of leadership to get the proper coordihation 
in slum clearance, urban renewal and the road 
program. : 

As for the vaunted public works pump-priming 
that the Post Office modernization plan is supposed 
to represent, the $2 billion fund which the White 
House spoke of so glowingly looks better in a 
headline than under a microscope. 


Playing post office with the recession may be 
‘fun. It may even be helpful. But the Admin- 
istration is going to have to think up a more 
serious game than this, ’'m afraid, before, we’ve 
heard the last of recession. 


‘ANYONE WHO DOESN’T understand what is meant by the 
phrase “tax loopholes” could get a réasonably accurate idea from 
a little message from Prentice-Hall Inc., a business publisher, 
addressed to the “eaccesh businessman who wants to acquire a 
fortune.” 

Prentice-Hall is pavertilens its new “Tax Ideas Manual,” 
priced at $24.50, by candidly remarking to the “$25,000-a-year” 
executive that if he wants to accumulate a pile of money in a 
hurry “you will have to use special tax methods to do it.” 

Among the “special tax methods” suggested is the usual one 

of arranging ordinary income. so that it Becomes a capital gain, 
taxable at a lower rate than income pays. ‘There is the family 
partnership dodge, pushed through the Senate several years ago. 

There appear to be, also, a gimmick on handling investment 
® from dividends that gratifies high-income operators; a legal scheme 
< jor setting up a “short-term trust” in which no taxes are paid for 
the life of the trust and the property eventually reverts to the person 
who created same; and a way in which a stockholder-executive-em- 
ploye can gain “almost fantastic dollar accumulations.” 

Legally there is nothing wrong in tax avoidance as distinguished 
from tax evasion. The law presumes that citizens will take advan- 
tage of loopholes to avoid paying more than they are compelled to 

a 
4 Sill it-is ayways instructive to find evidence that techniques of 
avoidance are available that the vast majority of citizens don’t 
dream of and couldn’t use. People got indignant a generation ago 
when they learned that Morgan partners had successfully arranged 
their affairs so as to pay no income taxes or merely nominal 
taxes. The loopholes today are more numerous and bigger. 
kkk 
SEN. HARRY FLOOD BYRD (D-Va.) says he will retire after 


Morgan 


NS 


ee 


this session. He has been in the Senate since 1933 and his con- 
tribution in 25 years has reared no monuments. 

There is no “Byrd Act” that contributes to the general welfare 
and symbolizes his preeminence in some field of broad impor- 
tance. His leadership has built no schools or hospitals; has 
contributed nothing outstanding in social insurance, industrial 
relations or other orderly approaches to inescapable modern 
human needs. 

The cloying negations of his influence in the Senate have been 
parallelled in his domination of his home state of Virginia. He has 
shown neither compassion for nor understanding of the unquench- 


able aspiration of colored citizens for the first-class status in their |“ 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EST.) 


CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE” is a phrase 


World Having Attack of Nerves 


We are uneasy. And in a mood of uneasiness 
it’s easy to make mistakes, mistakes at home and 
mistakes abroad, which we can’t afford to make. 
In his effort to distribute the huge work load which 
falls upon an American President, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower has enlarged the executive staff of the White 


na own communities. He has led Virginia into a morass of “massive which has lately found its way into print, peg to an extent which has no peacetime prece- 
‘ resistance” to which the end seems likely to be a closing of the|into conversation and into broadcasts, with in- ” 
public schools. Congress can easily escape his legacy but the|creasing frequency. In more—and perhaps plainer That, indeed, is part of the trouble. There are 
kes people of the state are no so fortunate —words, what people mean is that the United so any faceless, almost nameless men in the 
ota oe States in particular and the world in general are President's entourage that when a White House 
a : having a bad attack of Statement is made on unemployment, on foreign 
hed ALMOST UNREMARKED in the rush of events that marks the ae. affairs, on education, we have no clear idea of where 
opening of a session of Congress is the in-fighting over subcom-|§ Things may not be as that statement originated. 
ir mittees that may profoundly affect what is done or not done. badly off as sometimes With so many people responsible, it is as if 
of Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) has successfully won ex- they appear to be. Prob- m0 one were responsible. Frequently, it has been 
it, tension of his special committee on disarmament, composed of ably, they aren’t. In all said that Pres. Eisenhower has been ill-advised. 
n, members of the Foreign Relations, Armed Services and Joint likelihood, the Russians There are occasions, and lately they have been 
Atomic Energy Committees But the extension is for this session are not going to let fly at | multiplying, when it has looked as if Pres. Eisen- 
the only, with authority thereafter supposed to revert solely to the us tomorrow with an inter-  hower has not been advised at all. 
ers Foreign Relations Committee. Foreign Relations could-always continental ballistic mis- There has been much to learn, so much, that 
have had such a subcommittee, but Humphrey took the initia- sile. Almost certainly the even in the opinion of his admirers, Pres. Eisen- 
the tive in helping form the inter-committee group that to wai fold American economy isn’t hower has seemed to be setting an alarming record 
up 6» wlan dann wee as shaky as the man who -—-not for needed rests—but for outright absenteeism. 
P ; Vandercook just lost his job yesterday Last month, more than one million Americans lost 
Sen. William F. Knowland (R-Calif.) launched an attack on the} ininks it is. their jobs. The need for action, the call for posi- 


Anti-Trust and Monopoly Subcommittee led by Sen. Estes Kefau- 
ver (D-Tenn.). A roll was necessary to beat off—61 to 28— 


Knowland’s effort to slice the subcommittee’s money from $365,000. 


to $250,000. 


A NEW HOME FOR the Visiting Nurse Association in Camden, 
N. J., was contributed by Local 103 of the Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers when the organization was evicted from a con- 
demned building. Unveiling the plaque memoralizing the union’s 
donation are, from left,,Mrs. Edward A. Conlin, president Camden, 
N. J., Visiting Nurse Association; Mary E. Davis, visiting nurse; 
Dan Arnold, chairman RCA Conference Board, member Camden 
AFL-CIO Community Service Committee. 


But we aren’t sure. We don’t know. And the 
reason we don’t know is because the feeling has 
now become almost universal that—as the ship of 
the American state breasts these stormy waters— 
there’s no one at the wheel. That impression that, 
somehow or other, there is no one really in 
charge, is as dangerous and it is now all-pervasive. 


As We See It: 


AFL-CIO spokesmen have called for an immediate 


{| program to halt the recession and put the jobless mil- 


lions back to work. 

In an interview on the American Broadcasting Net- 
‘work radio program, “As We See It,” Hyman Book- 
\binder, of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Legislation, and 


| Nat Goldfinger, AFL-CIO economist, called for: 


1—Public works, including public housing, hos- 
pitals, libraries, schools, and flood control. 
2—Increasing the personal income tax exemption 


| by $100. 


3—Increasing levels and duration of unemploy- 
ment compensation payments. 

4—Extending coverage of the minimum wage law 
to workers in retail stores, laundries, hotels and res- 
taurants, and increasing the minimum to $1.25 an 
hour. 

5—Improvement of social security to increase old 
age benefits and provide hospital care for persons on 
old age pensions. 

6—Assistance to economically distressed com- 
munities. 

7—Increased wages without increased prices. 

“This recession has been develoning for a year,” 


tive leadership became acute. 

Yet, Eisenhower’s off again.. He is a man of good 
heart. Of course he cares about the plight of the 
recession’s victims. But surely his imagination was 
at fault when at this juncture he insensitively ab- 
sented himself again to kill birds and whack at golf 
balls, 


Ask ‘Bold Action to End Slump 


Goldfinger said. “The Eisenhower Administration 
has permitted it to develop. It did nothing to stop 
the recession from growing last spring and summer. 
Instead the government continued its tight-money pol- 
icy and cut defense production and placement of 
defense contracts. These government actions kicked 
off the recession.” 


Need Bold, Quick Action 

Bookbinder charged that the Administration is 
now “trying to tranquilize the American people.” 
When the figure of unemployed reached 4.5 million 
last week, the President found it advisable to issue a 
statement acknowledging the sad-state of affairs, but 
even in this statement, he aims primarily at minimiz- 
ing the situation, he.said. He continued: 

“I am not asking the Administration to panic, 
to frighten us into an even deeper depression. 
Some confidence is justified. Our economic system 
is basically sound, But with 5 to 6 million unem- 
ployed, we need bold and quick action.” 


The recession results from “a lack of balance be- 
tween the economy’s ability to produce and its abil- 
ity to consume,” Goldfinger asserted. 
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Salk Gets AFL-CIO Award 


For Great Service to Nation 


‘New York—Dr. Jonas Salk, discoverer of the anti-polio vaccine, has received the AFL-CIO’s 
Murray-Green Award for outstanding service to the American 


The award was presented at a big luncheon in New York’s Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. But Dr. Salk was 


ple. 


not present—he was working at his University of Pittsburgh laboratory on other virus problems. 


Instead, the award was accepted in his name by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 


Dr. Salk has a standing 


garment industry. 


‘Union Made It Possible’ 
For Salk to Get Education 


Mayor Robert Wagner of New York City, speaking at the 
luncheon honoring Dr. Jonas Salk, declared: 

“Dr. Salk’s father, Daniel Salk, was a member of Local 142 
of the Ladies’ Garment Workers; in fact, in the early days of 
tthe NRA, he helped to organize the neckwear local of the | 


“I wonder if Jonas Salk would have been able to go through 
high school, on to college and through medical school, to be- 
come the great doctor and great scientist he is, if there had 
not been a Garment Workers Union to raise the wages, to win 
security, to raise the living standards of the family of Daniel 
Salk and the countless other families who are dependent on the 


“Had Daniel Salk, without the protection of a fine, clean, 
union like the ILG, been forced to work under sweatshop con- 
ditions, for sweatshop wages, would his son—Dr. Jonas. Salk— 
have been able to -€ a medical education? 

“Perhaps—but it certainly would have been far more . dif- 


“. . . It seems to me especially fitting that the labor move- 
ment, through its Community Services Committee, is giving 
its Murray-Green Award to Dr. Jonas E. Salk for his outstand- 
ing accomplishments for the prevention of poliomyelitis.” 


in 


Teamster Monitors 


Map Reform Plans 


-The three-member board of “monitors” appointed to supervise | munity Services Committee is “sec- 


the conduct of the Teamsters Union met in Washington for two 
days to make plans that will be submitted to the union executive 


board within three months. 


Retired Judge Nathan Cayton of the District of Columbia 
Municipal Court of Appeals, chair-® 


man of the monitors, said the ses- 
sion “mapped out” what the over- 
seers planned under the orders of 
U.S. Judge F. Dickinson Letts in 
their effort to safeguard the rights 
of union members and reform union 
practices. 
Union Disputes Bill / 

A conflict arose between the un- 
ion and one of the monitors, God- 
frey P. Schmidt, over a $350,000 
bill submitted for fees and expenses. 
Schmidt was chief counsel for 13 
Teamsters rank-and-file members 
whose suit to throw out officers 
elected last October was settled by 
stipulations allowing Pres. James R. 
Hoffa to take office and providing 
for the creation of monitors. 

Teamsters sources said they con- 
sidered Schmidt’s bill far too high. 
They said they would ask Judge 
Letts to reduce it by 75 percent 
or more. One of the terms under 
which the rank-and-file suit was 
settled provided for payment of all 
fees and costs by the union. 

The third monitor is L. N. D. 
Wells of Dallas, counsel for the 
Teamsters Southern Conference. 

Hoffa closed out the first full- 
scale meeting of the new execu- 
tive board in Miami Beach, Fia., 
by announcing removal of Frank 
W. Brewster as Western Confer- 
ence chairman and his replace- 
ment by Einar O. Mohn, previ- 
ously assistant to the president., 

Brewster was an early target of 
the McClellan special Senate com- 
mitte and was criticized for per- 
sonal financial transactions in re- 
ports by the AFL-CIO Ethical 
Practices Committee and Executive 
Council. He fulfilled pledges to 
the McClellan committee to return 
to the union any funds improperly 
used and to recommend tight 
auditing procedures and strict ac- 
countability to all locals and joint 


‘councils of the Western Confer- 


ence. 


Brewster opposed Hoffa’s elec- 
tion at the Teamster’s convention 
last October. He withdrew after 
being nominated for re-election to 
a vice presidency and was dropped 
in favor of George E. Mock, 
Sacramento, chosen on Hoffa’s 
slate. 

Brewster will remain for a few 
months as a’ Western Conference 
adviser to Mohn, Hoffa said. The 
effect will be to allow the former 
chairman to complete his union 
service for a full pension on re- 
tirement. 

Harold J. Gibbons of St. 
Louis, elected as a vice president 
at the Miami Beach convention, 
took office as executive assistant 
to Hoffa in charge of the Team- 
sters international headquarters. 
He suceeded Mohn, who had 
functioned in a somewhat com- 
parable position during the ad- 
ministration of former Pres. 
Dave Beck. - 

Hoffa was scheduled to face re- 
trial Feb. 24 on wiretapping charges 
in New York federal court. His 
first trial ended in a hung jury 
that voted 11 to 1 for conviction. 


Beck Sentenced 
Up to 15 Years 


Seattle, Wash.—Former 
Pres. Dave Beck of the Team- 
sters was sentenced to “up to 
15 years in prison for stealing 
$1,900 in union funds.” 

His son, Dave, Jr., con- 
victed of pocketing more than 
$4,000 belonging to the union, 
was fined $2,000 with the re- 
mainder of his sentence de- 
ferred for three years on con- 
dition he make restitution. 

Both convictions were 
based on charges they took 
the proceeds of sales of un- 
ion-owned autos. 


—@rule that he will not appear at 
similar award luncheons, but he 


.}|sent a letter accepting the award 


with humility on behalf of the thou- 
sands of people who had engaged 
in anti-polio research. 

The award consists of a plaque 
and a check for $5,000; to be 
turned over to Dr. Salk’s favorite 
charity or service group. 


Science, Society Links 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
quoted a letter from Dr. Salk in 
which the famous scientist said: 


“The handshake of the AFL and 


CIO, on the emblem of your or- 
ganization, may well express the 
growing acknowledgment and 
friendship that exists between sci- 
ence and society, and which is so 
necessary for the welfare of all.” 

Mrs. Roosevelt, describing her 
first meeting with Dr. Salk, de- 
scribed his great humility and his 
feeling of “duty—to give all pos- 
sible time to his work in the labora- 
tory. He will appreciate this award 
more than you realize,” she said. 


Meany spoke of Dr. Salk as 
the logical recipient of the award 
and said he truly represented the 
“humanitarian and idealistic” 
philosophies of the late Philip 
Murray, former CIO president, 
and William Green, former AFL 
president. 


Meany said the work of the Com- 


ond to none in importance in the 
AFL-CIO,” for labor is “part of 
the community, with responsibilities 
to the welfare of the community 
as a whole.” 

The presentation to Mrs. Roose- 
velt, on behalf of the CSC, was 
made by Chairman Joseph A. 
Beirne, who heads the Communica- 
tion Workers. 

Beirne recalled the “electrifying 
thrill, just three scant years ago, 
that coursed through this nation at 
the dramatic announcement that 
Dr. Salk, laboring painstakingly and 
brilliantly in his laboratories, had 
discovered and perfected an im- 
munization against poliomyelitis.” 

Beirne Scores Government 

Beirne added that no award be- 
stowed by the AFL-CIO or any 
other group “can ever approximate 
the simple eloquent praise Dr>Salk 
received in the praise of thanks 
which welled from the hearts of all 
mankind” when his discovery be- 
came known. 

Beirne voiced sharp criticism of 
“indifference” in government, “lack 
of planning” and the “shocking at- 
titude of some members of the 
medical profession” who aban- 
doned humanitarian principles in 
charging outrageously high prices 
for the vaccine. 

He said that it is “tragic” that 
every American has not yet received 
shots of the vaccine. 1957, he 
added, is only the “beginning of the 
end” of polio instead of the total 
elimination of the disease. 


He voiced hope that through a 
program of mass _ inoculation 
clinics, the reality of complete 
protection against polio will have 
occurred before the end of the 
year has passed. 

The same sentiments were voiced 
by Gov. Averell Harriman of New 
York and Mayor Robert Wagner of 


New York City who spoke at the 
luncheon. 


Presiding was Leo Perlis, director 
of the Community Service Activi- 
ties. 


George M. Harrison 


Harrison Made 


New Chairman 


Of Intl. Affairs 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Harrison, 
president of the Railway Clerks, 
has been named chairman of the 
AFL-CIO Committee on Interna- 
tional Affairs _by Pres. George 
Meany. 

Harrison, a pe of the com- 
mittee since 1955, is also a member 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Com- 
mittee. He has been active in the 
Intl. Transport Workers Federation. 
with which the Railway Clerks are 
affiliated. 

_ He succeeds Meany in the com- 
mittee chairmanship. 

Harrison also was named a sub- 
stitute AFL-CIO member of the 
executive board of the Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions, 
of which Meany and AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther, presi- 
dent of the Auto Workers, are the 
members. . 

Other substitute members are 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler and two AFL-CIO vice 
presidents, Pres. David J. MacDon- 
ald of the Steelworkers and Pres. 
James B. Carey. of the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers. 


: Raiinay Called 


chaaae Artist’ 


| By Reuther 


Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the 
Auto Workers ran into a little diffi- 
culty when he attempted to com- 
ment on the testimony of George 
Romney, president of American 
Motors and the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Association, before the 
Senate Anti-Trust and Anti-Monop- 
oly subcommittee. 

Romney, before the subcommitte, 
was sharply critical of the UAW 
| bargaining program and maintained 


§\ that declining sales in recent weeks 


were due to the union’s proposal 
for a rebate to car buyers. He de- 
cribed as “absolutely phoney” 
Reuthers’ testimony that auto prices 


as much as $5 for every $1 in 
wage hikes. 

Reuther explained his diffi- 
culty grew out of the fact that 
of all motor executives, Romney 


quick change artist.” 

“On Jan. 28, 1957,” Reuther ex- 
plained, “he expressed himself em- 
phatically as being opposed to 
industrywide bargaining. On Sept. 
20, 1957, he asserted himself in 
favor of industrywide collective 
bargaining, just as emphatically. 

Does About-Face 

“On Feb. 7, 1958, he did another 
about-face and declared he would 
oppose industrywide bargaining 
with all his strength. 

“On Sept. 14, 1957, he came 
out foursquare for a consumer 
rebate at the end of the year to 
purchases of American Motor 
cars, provided their sales reached 
or exceeded 180,000. (in fact, 
it was his proposal that suggested 
to the UAW leadership the idea 
of recommending a consumers’ 
rebate in our 1958 collective bar- 
gaining.) 

“On Feb. 10, 1958, in his testi- 
mony before the subcommittee, he 
opposed a consumer rebate.” 


‘Sex’ of Union Shirts 
Leads to Novel Award 


An unusual arbitration award has been handed down by Arthur J. 
Goldberg, AFL-CIO special counsel, in a touchy jurisdictional dis- 
pute between the Clothing Workers and the Ladies’ Garment 


Workers. 


Involved was a plant in Palmerton, Pa., whose 200 employes had 


made men’s shirts and had been® 


represented by the ACWA for more 
than 25 years. The plant was sold, 
and some of its equipment leased, 
by a Bethlehem, Pa., employer 
under contract to the ILGWU who 
planned to produce both men’s 
knitted shirts and women’s blouses 
and underwear. 

Unions Reach Agreement 

The unions agreed that if the 
Palmerton plant, under its new 
ownership, is used primarily for the 
manufacture of men’s goods, the 
ACWA should have jurisdiction, 
but if it produced primarily wom- 
en’s goods, the ILGWU should rep- 
resent the workers. The ILGWU 
stipulated that if 40 percent or more 
of the production, in dollar volume, 
was in men’s goods, jurisdiction 
should go to the ACWA. The 
employer agreed to go along. 

But the two unions were un- 
able to agree on the proposed 
production schedule. To -avoid 
bickering, ACWA Pres. Jacob 
S. Potofsky and ILGWU Pres. 
David Dubinsky—both AFL-CIO 
vice presidents—put the decision 
up to Goldberg. 

Goldberg ruled that the plant 
operate for about a year before he 
hands down a final decision—after 
a normal and permanent pattern of 
operations is established. 


Welfare Plan Continues 
During the interim, he decreed, 
ACWA employes at the plant will 
have preference in employment in 


accordance with seniority; the em- 
ployer will make the stipulated pay- 
ments to the ACWA pension, 
health and welfare funds, and the 
employes will retain membership in 
the ACWA, with their dues paid 
into escrow subject to disposition 
by the arbitrator when he makes 
his final award. 

The terms and conditions of 
employment, he said, shall ‘“con- 
form to the most favorable” in the 
ACWA Palmerton contract and the 
ILGWU Bethlehem agreement ex- 
cept as agreed upon by the employ- 
er and Franz Daniel, of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Organization, who 
was named to administer the interim 
stipulation ‘as personal representa- 
tive of AFL-CIO Pres. 
Meany. 


Celotex Walk Out 
Ends With Pay Hike 


Chicago—A 10-week strike at the 
Lagro, Ind., plant of the Celotex 
Corp. has ended with a revised 
seniority setup and a wage package 
of 15 cents an hour for about 160 


phite & Paper Mill Workers. 

Pres. Dave H. Shockey of Local 
563 said the union was undecided 
about withdrawing unfair labor 
practice charges it had filed with the 
National Labor Relations Board 
charging, among other things, that 
Celotex had tried to evade negotiat- 
ing by offering wage increases di- 
rectly to union members, 


in the past 10 years have jumped 


“has distinguished himself as a _ 


George “* 


members of Local 563, Pulp, Sul- - 
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Page Seven 


Million Farm Workers Jobless: 


Foreign Labor Cut | 
Asked by Committee 


Members of the Labor Advisory Committee on Farm Labor have |: 
called on Sec. of Labor James P. Mitchell to take drastic steps |: 
to modify the Mexican Contract Labor Program in the face of wide- 
spread and increasing unemployment among United States farm]: 
workers. The 14-member committee, composed of Tepresentatives 


of the AFL-CIO, Mine Workers? 
(unaffiliated) and the Railway Labor 
Executives Association appointed as 
an official agency of the U.S. Dept. 
of Labor to advise on farm labor 
problems, stressed four main points 
at its semi-annual meeting. It 
asked: 

1. Immediate establishment of 
an “air-rail-auto lift” by the federal 
government to move jobless native 
farm worker into the areas of 
alleged labor shortages where for- 
eign contract workers now are being 
used. 

2. A halt to the issuing by the 
_ State Dept. and Immigration Serv- 
ice of visas and special immigration 
permits to foreign workers coming 
to this country for farm employ- 
ment. It pointed out that Mexicans 
entering under such documents lose 
all of the protections guaranteed 
them under the Mexican contract 
fabor program and charged that 
employers are seeking to use such 
devices to escape their responsibili- 
ties to the workers. 

3. “Drastic” reduction in the 
number of Mexican contract work- 
ers certified for employment in 
1958. Such certifications, made by 
the Secretary of Labor on grounds 
that a shortage of domestic farm 
labor exists, must be obtained by 
employers before foreign workers 
can be brought into this country. 

4. Opposition by the Secretary 
of Labor to legislation now pending 
in Congress which would make 
the Mexican Contract Labor Pro- 
gram, due to expire next year, a 
permanent part of this nation’s agri- 
cultural policies. 

Earlier, in a separate action, 
the National Agricultural Work- 
ers Union called on Congress to 
investigate charges of “malad- 
ministration and corruption” in 
the Mexican program, under 
which nearly half a million work- 


Grand Jury 


| Carpenters Officials 


Indianapolis—— An Indiana grand jury has indicted Pres. 
Hutcheson and two other top officials of the 


Maurice A. 
Carpenters on charges of bribery 
scandal. 


The other two officials are union Vice Pres. O. William Blaier and 


ers have been brought into this 
country annually in the last two 
years. ‘ 

NAWU Pres. H. L. Mitchell and 
Sec. Ernesto Galarza said in a letter 
to all members of the House and 
Senate that farm employers and 
their associations in California have 
been profiting illegally from insur- 
ance programs and the feeding of 
the Mexican workers and have 
otherwise violated their contracts, 
the law and the international agree- 
ment between this country and 
Mexico. 


Million Citizens Jobless 


Mitchell estimated that there are 
now over a million U.S. citizen 
farm workers who are unemployed, 
including about 40,000 affected by 
recent Florida crop freezes. 


Members of the Farm Labor 
Advisory Committee, in their 
meeting with Labor Dept. of- 
ficials, said that growing un- 
employment in this country, 
which reached an estimated 4.5 
million last month, makes it man- 
datory that the importation of 
Mexicans be drastically reduced. 
The law requires the Secretary of 
Labor to permit foreign labor to 
be used only when U.S. workers 
are not available. 


Committee members also 
charged that improper administra- 
tion of the program in recent 
months has cost native farm work- 
ers many thousands of jobs. In 
demanding that the government es- 
tablish the “air-rail-auto lift” and 
adopt more vigorous programs to 
place domestic workers in jobs 
filled by Mexicans, the committee 
pointed out that federal funds have 
been spent to transport Mexican 
“wetbacks,” by air and boat, many 
hundreds of miles into Mexico. 


Indicts 


and conspiracy in a public roads 


Treas. Frank M. Chapman. 


Hutcheson and his colleagues are 
accused of making personal profits 
from bribery of a former official 
in the Indiana State Highway Dept., 
Harry Doggett, and the purchase 
and resale to the state of rights of 
way for sections of highway 
planned under the federal interstate 
toad construction program. 

Hutcheson, Chapman and Blaier 
posted bond of $5,000 each after 
surrendering voluntarily to the 
Marion County (Indianapolis) sher- 
iff. All three declined comment. 

Penalty on conviction is a man- 
datory prison sentence of two to 14 
years and a possible maximum fine 
of $5,000. : 

Doggett also was indicted on 
charges of accepting a bribe, 
extortion and receiving profits 
from a public contract. He 
had previously been acquitted on 
conspiracy charges allegedly in- 
volving other right-of-way deals. 

Hutcheson, Blaier and Chapman 
Were accused last June in hearings 
before a Senate subcommittee 
headed by Sen. Albert Gore (D- 
Tenn.) of dividing with public offi- 


®. 
w~ 


cials about $80,000 in deals on 
highway rights-of-way. 

The three officials invoked the 
Fifth Amendment -in refusing to 
answer questions about the alleged 
transactions. All three stated that 
they had used no union funds ex- 
cept for union purposes. 

A Lake County (Ind.) grand 
jury inquiry ended last Septem- 
ber with a finding that there was 
no evidence of criminal’ activity 
by union leaders. It was dis- 
closed by Floyd Vance, chief 
deputy state’s attorney who con- 
ducted the inquiry, that Blaier 
had transmitted to the state $78,- 
416 in profits alleged to have ac- 
crued in the land deals. 

The indictments of the union 
Officials followed a new investiga- 
tion here by a Marion County 
grand jury. An-earlier grand jury 
had previously indicted Doggett 
and former Highway Dept. Chair- 
man Virgil Smith. 

The allegation before the Gore 
subcommittee was that on the basis 
of advance tips from the highway 
department officials, Hutcheson, 
Blaier and Chapman profited from 
buying rights-of-way low and selling 


EDUCATORS, CLERGYMEN AND LABOR figures give their views on “right-to-work” legislation 
at the fourth annual Cleveland Joint Labor Conference. Left to right, front row: Monsignor Francis 
Carney; Dean Leslie Brown of Cleveland College, Western Reserve University; Dr. Clair Cook, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Religion and Labor Foundation; back row: Dr. Dallas Young, professor of 
economics, Western Reserve University; John Rooney, secretary-treasurer of the Ohio CIO Coun- 
cil; Howard Metzenbaum, general counsel of the Ohio State Federation of Labor. 


‘Right-to-Work’ Backers Warned 


Labor May Make Countermove 


Cleveland—William J. Weil, secretary-treasurer of the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, thinks 
that if employers sponsoring so-called “right-to-work” laws were subjected to their own logic they 
would lay off the “wreck” law concept. ee 

Weil told the fourth annual Joint Labor Conference here, meeting on “Challenges to Labor in 
1958,” that organized labor might consider a countermove to the “work” forces. 


He pointed out that his proposal’® 
followed the logic on which the 
Ohio “right to work” proposal is 
based. He suggested this amend- 
ment: 

“No employer or labor organi- 
zation shall deny or abridge the 
right to work by establishing age 
limits or by establishing health 
and physical standards or by re- 
quirements to wear specified uni- 
forms, as a condition of employ- 
ment in this state. An employe’s 
right to work will not be denied 
or abridged -by requiring such 
employes to report for work at 
specified times, work a specified 
number of hours per day, or be 
relieved from work at a specified 
time.” 

Weil was the keynote speaker at 
the two-day conference sponsored 
jointly by AFL-CIO unions and the 
American Labor Education Service. 
A record-breaking total of 514 del- 
egates enrolled for the program. 
Top labor and educational leaders 
participated. 


Panel Members Comment 


The conference feature which at- 
tracted the best attendance was a 
five-member panel discussion on 
“right-to-work” legislation. Mem- 
bers of the panel and typical com- 
ments were: 

Monsignor Francis Carney of St. 
John’s Cathedral: “Workers in the 
main are not against the union shop, 
which this legislation would abolish. 
Support for this proposal comes 
from sources which have long 
espoused decadent social concepts. 
This proposal is socially unneces- 
sary and detrimental to the good of 
society.” 

John Rooney, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Ohio CIO Council: 
“The union shop clause is no 
more compulsion than the rule of 
society which says I must drive 
on the right side of the street. 
The union shop rule is as simple 
as a ‘no smoking’ rule in a cer- 
tain part of the shop.” 


Dr. Clair Cook, executive direc- 
tor of the Religion and Labor Foun- 
dation: “The so-called ‘right-to- 


them to the state at higher prices. 


work’ proposal dates all the way 


back to the National Association of 


.Manufacturer’s 1903 declaration in 


favor of the open shop. A check 
of the legislation which has been 
adopted or proposed shows that the 
language is precisely the same as 
the 1903 NAM language. ‘Right- 
to-work’ is a gross misnomer. What 
this proposal actually calls for is a 
compulsory open shop.” 
Law Aimed at Wages 

Howard Metzenbaum, general 
counsel of the Ohio State Federa- 
tion of Labor: “Top management 
is in favor of driving wages down 
and that’s why the move is being 
made to get the so-called ‘right-to- 
work’ proposal on the ballot in 
Ohio. The issue is simply one of 
whether you want to move forward 
or whether you want to depress 
wages and move backward.” 

The closing session of the con- 
ference was highlighted by an ad- 
dress by Leon H. Keyserling, a con- 
sulting economist and former chair- 
man of the President’s Council of 


Economic Advisors, on “Economics 
for a Prosperous Nation and a Free 
and Peaceful World.” 


“Let the government expand 
programs we need for national 
security, for social security, for 
education, for health and to take 
care of the aged,” he said. “And 
let industry resume its responsi- 
bility to plow funds into expan- 
sion for consumption.” 


His audience applauded as he 
asserted: “Prices have risen too 
much in relation to wages. There 
has been too much distortion to the 
effect that rising wages pushed up 
prices. Profits have obviously out- 
run both wages and farm income.” 

He suggested that the difference 
between the approaches of Russia 
and the United States to the prob- 
lems of peace and _ prosperity 
“should not be the difference be- 
tween planning and not planning. 
It should be the difference between 
planning under despotism ad plan- 


ning under freedom.” 


Postal Workers Unions 


Ask 10 Percent Pay 


Hike 


Five postal workers unions told the House Post Office Committee 
that the Administration’s proposals for a 6 percent pay increase are 
“totally inadequate and unrealistic.” 


They called on Congress to 


approve a 10 percent pay hike 


plus an additional increase for lower-paid postal workers. 


Their position for an adequate’ 
pay hike was strongly supported 
by the AFL-CIO. Legislative 
Rep. George D. Riley told the 
committee that the economic 
standards of government workers 
“have fallen far below par. Ap- 
palling numbers of government 
employes have taken second jobs 
in their spare time to make ends 
meet:” 

Five Unions Act Jointly 

Riley warned against arguments 
that because of the current reces- 
sion long overdue pay increases 
should not be granted. 

The five unions in their joint 
statement declared postal workers 
have faced an uphill struggle 


against the constantly climbing cost 
of living. Unlike workers in pri- 
vate industry, the unions said, post- 
al workers rave received only one 
small increase in the past seven 
years. 

The statement was made by the . 
Letter Carriers, Postal Clerks, 
Special Delivery Messengers, the 
Mail Handlers and the Postal 
Transport Workers. 


WEISBERGER REELECTED 


San Francisco—Sec.-Treas. Mor- 
ris Weisberger of the Sailors Union 
of the Pacific has been reelected 
without opposition. The union is 
an affiliate of the Seafarers, and the 
Office is its top post. 
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GOP Leaders Reject Recession Actio 


White House Confab Spurns Demands 


For Immediate Steps to Halt Slump 


(Continued from Page 1) 


unemployment compensation con- 
tinued to rise. 

Rail labor unions reported mean- 
while that unemployment on the 
roads in mid-January was 100,000 
below the figure of a year ago and 
that total employment had dropped 
to the lowest figure in 59 years. 

The Federal Reserve Board, 
which acts independently of the Ad- 
ministration in shaping monetary 
policies, took its most decisive ac- 


tion to date to ease credit by re- 
ducing reserve requirements for 
member banks. 

The action is expected to re- 
lease about $500 million for loan 
purposes. The one percent cut 
in reserves was not as substantial 
as similar action taken during 
the 1953-54 recession when re- 
serve requirements were cut by 
3 percent in two different moves. 

The GOP leaders reiterated the 


position taken earlier by Pres. Ei- 


Hike in Jobless Pay 
Asked by Legislators 


With 4.5 million persons jobless, the federal unemployment 
compensation insurance law needs improvement to aid the jobless 
and to provide the economy with a needed stimulus. 

Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.), and Rep. Eugene J. McCarthy 
(D-Minn.), made this statement in a discussion of bills they have 


introduced to increase federal stan. 
ards for unemployment compensa- 
tion payments to 50 per cent of a 
worker’s wage and extend payments 
for as long as 39 weeks. 

They were interviewed on the 
AFL-CIO publie service radio pro- 
gram, “Washington Reports to the 
People.” : 

‘Can’t Live on That’ 

“Some states are now paying as 
low as $28 and $30 a week to un- 
employed workers,” Kennedy as- 
serted. “You can’t ‘live on that. 
Recent statistics show that it costs 
a single woman $51 a week as a 
minimum in some of our major 
cities. And most of the people draw- 
ing unemployment compensation 
have families to support.” 

“An increase in compensation 
payments, as provided in our 
bills,” said McCarthy, “would 
certainly have a significant effect 
in stabilizing the economy.” He 
declared that an increase in ben- 
efits and extension of time in 
which they would be paid would 
add materially to purchasing 


power. 

Not only would the worker bene- 
fit, according to Kennedy, but the 
grocer, the businessman, the con- 
sumers and taxpayers. 


Is Federal Responsibility 

“As it (this law) was originally 
proposed, it was hoped that unem- 
ployment compensation would give 
the worker at least enough to 
maintain his minimum needs for 
clothing, food and to take care of 
his family,” Kennedy said. “ The 
law came closer to doing this when 
it was first written in 1939. Now 
it’s meeting only 30 percent of his 
needs, at best.” 

McCarthy declared that unem- 
ployment insurance improvement is 
a federal responsibility. This has 
been demonstrated, he said, by Ad- 
ministration failure to obtain need- 


ed improvement of the law through | ' 


state action even though efforts have 
continued for four years. 

“States which are honestly try- 
ing to do a job are penalized,” 
Kennedy said. “Others are com- 
peting in human misery.” 


Establishment of more just stand-| 


ards, McCarthy declared, “would 
discourage the growing practice of 
shifting industry from one state to 
another because of the special priv- 
ilege legislation.” 


Strikes of Airlines 


Voted by Machinists 


Units of the Machinists have 
voted to strike Mar. 2 against two 
major air lines as the result of con- 
tract disputes. 

Some 5,400 IAM members au- 
thorized a strike against Eastern Air 


Line, while 9,000 members voted | ~ 


to walk out at United Air Lines. 


oe - 


ILO Reports 
Workers’ Gain 


Exceeds Loss 


Geneva—Worker gains gener- 
ally outweighed losses on a world- 
wide basis in 1957 although con- 
sumer prices registered their 
greatest advance in several years, 
the Intl. Labor Organization said 
in its annual economic review. 

Employment in most countries 
increased slightly, but in many 
cases not enough to absorb addi- 
tions to the labor force; the pur- 
chasing power of wages improved 
to a-small extent; social - protec- 
tions were consolidated and ex- 
tended, and days lost through 
strikes or lockouts were near their 
postwar lows, the ILO found. 


Unemployment Spreads 

The median figure of the rise of 
consumer prices was 3.7 percent, 
compared with 3 percent in 1956; 
unemployment spread with the eco- 
nomic recession, and in general, 
the report said, the workers of the 
world were forced to enter 1958 
on guard against “two grim and 
relentless enemies — inflation and 
unemployment.” 

“In regional terms,” an official 
summary of the report said, “on- 
employment trends im North 
America aroused particular ap- 
prehension, not because the pro- 
portion of the labor force out of 
work was highest there but be- 


economic trend which might have 
repercussions elsewhere.” 


senhower that a business upturn 
would be forthcoming in early 
spring. As part of the “wait-and- 
see” posture the President’s- special 
assistant for public works, Maj. 
Gen. John S. Bragdon, advised 
Congress that, many public works 
projects had been “stockpiled” and 
could be put into motion quickly if 
the Administration deemed them 
necessary. 
Sen. William F. Knowland, 
GOP floor leader in the Senate, 
announced after the White House 
meeting that the leadership is 
opposed to “spending orgies” and 
a tax cut. 

In Congress a number of Demo- 
crtic leaders were taking a hard 
look at the recession in terms of 
framing a tax cut proposal for 


the session. Democratic leaders in 
general were critical of Eisen- 
hower’s earlier statement that the 
worst is over and an upturn is 


-|around the corner in March. 


Governors Ask Action 

The 11 Democratic governors 
urged the Administration to spur all 
forms of builiding and construction 
through long-delayed and needed 
projects, new minimum federal 
standards for jobless benefits and 
an easing of credit. 

Signing the telegram to the 
President were Governors Har- 
riman of New York, McNichols 
of Colorado, Loveless of Towa, 
Muskie of Maine, Furcolo of 
Massachusetts, Williams of Mich- 
igan, Freeman of Minnesota, 
Meyner of New Jersey, Holmes 
of Oregon, Roberts of Rhode Is- 
land and Rosellini of Washing- 
ton. 

At his vacation haven in Geor- 
gia, the President took the unusual 
step of announcing as an “encour- 
aging sign for the economy” an 
increase in application for FHA 
mortgage insurance on new homes 
in January. Such reports are nor- 
mally issued in Washington by the 
FHA, almost never by the Presi- 
dent. 

More Shutdowns and Layoffs 

Meanwhile, the predicted rise in 
unemployment figures for February 
was given force by further shut- 
downs and layoffs in Detroit auto 
plants, and similar action in appli- 
‘ance plants around the country. 

From Ottawa, Canada, came the 
report that joblessness had reached 
a postwar record of 520,000 by 
mid-January, up 134,000 from the 
previous month and 217,000 higher 
than a year ago. 

In addition to the 520,000 look- 
ing for work an additional 50,000 
Canadians were reported laid off 
for varying periods. 


a 


world’s biggest utility, 
leader and the world’s biggest 


on 6.3 million fewer shares. 


before taxes of $843,592,435, 


which the company has held 
previous year’s $16.2 billion. 


record-breaking 1955. 


Bell System Out-Profits 
General Motors in ’57 


The annual battle of financial behemoths took a new turn 
when reports to stockholders showed that the Bell System, the 
out-profited General Motors, the usual 


The Bell System, through American Telephone & Telegraph 
and other subsidiaries, netted a total of $852,904,279, or $13 
a share. In 1956 it earned $777,791,083, or $13.16 a share 

General Motors, the previous titleholder, chalked up profits 


396,102 it earned in 1956. The record year was 1955, when 
it established an all-time high of $1,189,477,082 in net 


earnings. i 
The Bell System report showed operating income of $6.3 
billion, compared with $5.8 billion in 1956. Total assets, in 


climbed to a new record of $17.6 billion, a sharp jump over the 


GM’s sales totaled just under $11 billion, an increase of 
$193 million over 1956 but about $1.5 billion less then in 


industrial concern, in 1957. 


or slightly less than the $847,- 


first place for several years, 


possible action before the end of 
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AFL-CIO Conference 


To Fight Unemploymeng 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ing at an alarming rate; already 
25 percent of our vast manufac- 
turing capacity stands idle. Un- 
less action is taken promptly, 
the situation will grow more 
serious. 

“The lack of purchasing power, 
represented by the nearly 5 million 
jobless, will in turn cause new un- 
employment. The vicious’ circle 
will widen and today’s recession 
will become more serious. 


Must Not Happen 

“The AFL-CIO is determined 
that this must not happen. 

“To that end the AFL-CIO Ex- 
ecutive Council has authorized the 
convening of an emergency na- 
tional AFL-CIO Economic and 
Legislative Conference. 

“The purpose of this confer- 
ence will be to arouse the fed- 
eral government, the Congress 
of the United States and the 
country at large to these dan- 
gers and the need for prompt, 
remedial action. 

“America can and must be put 
back to work.’ 


Virginia Shoe _ 
Strikers Get 
Major Help 


Fredericksburg, Va.—Some 300 
members of the Textile Workers, 
on, strike at the Virginia Shoe 
Corp. since Jan. 24, received a 
major boost when the 2,100 mem- 
bers of TWUA Local 713 voted 
by secret ballet to assess themselves 
$1 a week to help the walkout. 


Won NLRB Election 

The group discharge of 42 mem- 
bers of a Virginia Shoe shop com- 
mittee precipitated the strike, the 
workers said. The firings followed 
a series of bargaining meetings 
which began last September, when 
the union won a National Labor 
Relations Board representation elec- 
tion. The union has charged the 
firm with stalling. 

The company has claimed its 
wage average is $1.14 an hour. 
Wesley M. Cook, TWUA vice 
president and regional director, 
said the amount is too high, as 
official figures show that more 
than 60 percent of the workers 
receive only $1. 

The strikers are well “protected,” 


Cook added, by local police. — 


1 89-82-36 


“That is the only possible 
tion to our problems.” * 


Convened in Washington @ 
The conference will conven 
Mar. 11 at the Sheraton Parl 
Hotel in . Washington and mn | 
through Mar. 13. 4 
Unions, state and local bodi 
and directly affiliated groups wert! 
urged to fill out registration form@ 
and return them as quickly a 
possible to Sec.-Treas. Schnitzler. J 
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Grand Jury Indicts 
Four Miami Bankers 
Miami, Fia.—Four Miami 
area bankers have been in- 
dicted by a federal grand jury 
on charges of misapplying 
more than $7 million in bank 
funds. 4 
Named on 30 separate ac- [§ 
counts in two indictments [j 
were Baron de Hirsch Meyer, 
president of the Miami Beach 
‘Federal Savings and Loan As- ff 
sociation until he quit a week [J 
before the grand jury acted; 
Leonard Abess, treasurer and 
a director who quit at the 
same time; Samuel R. Becker, 
formerly the administrative 
assistant, and George W. 
Kennedy, a former director. 
Meyer was named “man of cee 
the year” in 1955 by the 
Miami Beach Civic League §j 
and donated a law school to 77 
the University of Miami. 5 
U. S. Atty. James L. Guil- F 
martin said the four were @ 
charged in connection with fj 
use of funds from the Miami [9 
Beach Association and two fj 
banks, the Industrial National fj 
Bank of Miami and the North 7 
Shore Bank of Miami Beach, [9 
where they served as officers, [ji 
-The money allegedly went as 
loans to nine corporations [7 
they owned in whole or m fj 
part and was used to finance 


land in Florida. 
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